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End of Term Update December 2020 
Dear parent or carer 
We have at last made it to the end of Term 1. With lots of twists and turns the children and staff 
have managed to have for the most part an unbroken term of over 11 weeks of continuous 
learning. This is very reassuring – so much is covered at this time and it has been a great 
opportunity to see where the children are at with learning after lockdown and moving this 
forward. 
 

Thanks to you all 
By helping us follow guidelines, you have all contributed in no small way to the safe cooperation 
of our school. Looking forward to Term 2, keep washing those hands, water bottles and 
uniforms! 
 

Are schools reopening in January? 
We begin with a staff training day on 6th January and children return to school on Thursday 7th 
January for a normal school day. 
 

No matter what Term 2 brings, we are confident that we are able to do our best to make sure 
children continue to plug gaps and make progress. Please try not to worry too much at this stage. 
There is a lot of speculation – for you own well-being, try not to listen too much to what that 
might be. We have supported our learners and families before and will do so again. We are all 
learning new ways of working and will keep expectations realistic 
 

What about GL Y7 transfer test scheduled for the end of January? 
Again, as we speak things are changing. It is my understanding that it is scheduled to go ahead. 
If individuals find it challenging e.g. because they are self-isolating (or have had to whilst 
preparing) this will all be taken into consideration as appropriate. 
 

Christmas thanks 
We are blessed with fantastic staff who have gone above and beyond in so many ways. I would 
personally like to extend my thanks to each and every one of them for all their work – seen and 
unseen. A huge thanks to all of you for all the cards and gifts. The messages in the cards were 
lovely to read and reassuring that you as parents now that we try our best for your children – 
every day. The generosity of parents is overwhelming and completely unexpected. 
 

A special reason to say a little prayer 
This has been a sad December for the New Row community as we said goodbye to one of our 
parents and a dear friend Darran Hassan. As a school we were shocked and saddened by the 
sudden twist of events which led to his passing. I know that we will all keep a very, very special 
place in our hearts, thoughts and prayers for his family – his wife Rachael and children Darcey, 
Thandi, Rafferty, Riley, Jude, Flyn, Lana and Jordan – now and in the weeks, months and years 
ahead. 
 

I hope that you and yours continue to stay safe and have a peaceful Christmas. 

 
Mrs Deirdre Graffin  Principal 



We care ~ We share ~ We learn 
 

Christmas in New Row 
Christmas is nearly here – and it hasn’t been cancelled! Thanks to everyone for 
their patience and the creative approaches of staff to ensure every child was 
included in our Christmas celebrations and performances. You can enjoy the 
performances online at www.newrowps.com and click on the Christmas link – 
they are lovely! We hope these help spread the Christmas spirit. 

Dates for your diary 
Wed 6th Jan Staff Day (training for teachers with Anne McErlane, Educational Consultant) 

Thur 7th Jan Term 2 begins – normal school day 

Out of hours contact 
Need to get in touch about a COVID-related emergency at evenings or weekend? Please e-
mail details and a contact number to" info@newrowps.castledawson.ni.sch.uk which is checked daily. 

 
Financial or other worries? Need some assistance or support? 

Call ST VINCENT DE PAUL Confidential Local Helpline 028 7930 0819. 
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