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This week’s photo was taken in April 2019. It features our School Council from last year 
and Carin McLaughlin (Kathryn & Aimee’s mum) who represented Meadowlane 
shopping centre, sponsors of Friends of New Row Easter raffle tickets. The money raised 
helped buy interactive panels and we had hoped to use this year’s money to finish off 
this project. But it will keep! Who do you know in the photo? Can you remember the 
names of the 3 P7s who are now at post primary? Any buddies for our Y1s & 2s? 
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Dear Diary… 
Did you know that children who keep a diary are twice as likely to be better 
writers than others in their class? 
How to keep a diary…It’s EASY! All you need is a notebook. It might be an old 
exercise book that you can decorate with pictures & stickers. It might have the crest of 
your favourite football team on the front. It doesn’t matter! What matters is that you 
take time to write in it every day. You decide what you want to include! Ideas could be… 

• A few sentences about what you have done that day & what you want to do tomorrow. 

• A list of things you are good at, places you want to visit, your favourite foods etc 
Diaries don’t have to be secret – especially for children - so it would be good to share it 

with an adult at home. Remind them they don’t need to correct all your spellings 😊 

Reminder: Principal’s Pupil’s Awards! 
Thanks for the pictures of award winners from your house. Every week, I’d like 
you to design a certificate and write a reason why someone in your house 
deserves your award. Then why not send me a photo? 
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 What are you looking forward to? 

My niece is 3 on Wednesday and I am her godmother. I am looking forward to seeing her 
on her birthday. It will be different as she will be inside and I will be at the window. I 
bought her a tshirt that says ‘It’s my birthday’ on it just in case she forgets! A different 
sort of birthday – but still important to celebrate! There will be parties when this is all 
over – and it will pass. What are you looking forward to? 

Enjoy the weather this week!  Can’t wait to stand at the school doors again! 
Until next week, take care.                                            Mrs Graffin   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipart.email%2Fclipart%2Fkid-writing-in-journal-clipart-239466.html&psig=AOvVaw1K_kmrNTFf26tPHEvEwREx&ust=1587394157002000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLj-2Zje9OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 

 

Parent Information: 20th April 2020 

Home learning Week 4 
 

Welcome to Term 3! We hope you had a peaceful and safe Easter. Many thanks for all the responses to our 
survey. It was really lovely to hear from so many families.  It is also very useful as we plan our new learning 
packs. Collection will be on Friday and times will be texted to you. I’ve used some of the feedback in the 
information below, which I hope you find reassuring. Remember –this will pass.  Mrs D Graffin (Principal) 
 

What sort of home school are you? 

 
Parent(s) at home working through tasks 

with multiple children 

Hard to cope working with more than one child at a time! 
Suggested timetables might be different or hard to juggle. 
Tips 
You are in charge of the schedule – don’t be frightened to 
move things around to suit (including giving you more 1-1 
time if needed). Do what you can – accept you won’t get 
everything done – and we understand that. Prioritise – better 
doing one activity well than attempting lots.  
Use the teacher’s checklist or create your own to tick off 
tasks as they are done. Children can help do this, too. 

 
Parent(s) working from home with 

child/ren completing tasks 

See all above! Also technology will be in high demand.  
Tips 
You do not have to visit every link suggested. The most 
important reasons to access technology are 

• To view pupil overviews at newrowps.com 

• To complete Education City tasks 

• To read online and/or complete an AR quiz 
Anything else will just have to be prioritised and timetabled. 

 
Parent out at work. Children being looked 

after & working on packs 

Will they do it the same way as I do? Will I have to check over 
it when I come home? Carer says they can be hard to settle. 
Tips 
This is a strange time for everyone. You will not have time to 
repeat everything when you come home – nor should you. 
Take an interest in what your child has done and agree what 
they will do tomorrow – a checklist will help. 

 
Parent out at work. Children being looked 
after & no opportunity to work on packs 

What could they do during the day? 
Should we do all the work in the evenings? 
Tips 
During the day, your child can read lots and even keep a 
diary. Older children might be able to complete activities 
independently. They can also enjoy time with their carers. 
Do not try and complete all activities after work.  Do what is 
manageable e.g. one activity done well. You could use free 
time at the weekend to catch up on some other activities. 

 
Parent working with child at home 1-1 

Even though this is the exception, it can still be challenging! 
Not enough for the child to do? 
Tips 
For some, there could never be enough! You could repeat 
written activities using different ideas…and you can never 
have too much practice of number facts! More worksheets? 
Many worksheets keep children busy rather than teach 
them. If you want your child to be busy, why not try some of 
the other activities teachers have suggested? 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fyoung-mother-working-home-laptop-computer-her-sons-playing-next-to-her-freelancer-parent-working-children-mommy-image137912491&psig=AOvVaw2MQB1PrELHwyVYqjCCe0IV&ust=1587325363486000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiJmfnd8ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Ffather-helping-son-with-homework&psig=AOvVaw0PWeJh62O9XLf58MCcGePe&ust=1587380170131000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLD5q4uq9OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumbs.dreamstime.com%2Fb%2Fgirl-boy-doing-homework-vector-illustration-young-students-sitting-desk-their-desk-full-books-notes-65572075.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fstock-illustration-students-doing-homework-vector-illustration-two-girls-sitting-desk-their-desk-full-books-notes-image65929815&tbnid=3MrAiYvyWHHOwM&vet=10CAwQxiAoAWoXChMI4O2Z36f06AIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAg..i&docid=avRjCXdC0AKvvM&w=800&h=800&itg=1&q=granny%20helping%20homework%20children%20clipart&hl=en&ved=0CAwQxiAoAWoXChMI4O2Z36f06AIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fclipart-vector%2Fmother_child_teaching.html&psig=AOvVaw0KpfU_wOTLe3TETProqsso&ust=1587379531302000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODtmd-n9OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL


 

Emergency Childcare provision for critical workers: COVID-19 Hub 
Critical workers are defined as parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response, including those 
who work in health and social care and in other key/critical sectors. However, many parents working in 
these critical sectors will be able to ensure their child is kept at home. The latest advice from DE & PHA is: 
Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 
The Department of Education has implemented a hub system for key workers who have no alternative 
childcare arrangements and should only be used in that circumstance. Staff from our school and other 
schools have volunteered (circumstances permitting) to work at the Hub School throughout this period. 
Magherafelt Primary School is now the Hub School for this area. If you are a Key Worker and are likely 
to require this service for your child, in the first instance please email 
gbuckley577@magherafeltps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk to complete a data capture form. 

Hi  
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